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ing expiration as fast as possible ;
pulse 114, and small.

The emphysematcus swelling has
considerably increased, and now ex-
tends all over the left side of’ the
thorax, but not extending to the fore
parts. The enema returned unchang-
ed, since which she has taken an ape-
rient draught and the bowels have
been well relieved. The blood was
buffed but not cupped.

Repr. V. S. ad. xvj.
29th. We found her much as yes-

terday ; pulse quick, breathing equally
anxious. The emphysema not ex-

tended ; the cough greatly exaspe-
rates the pain ; she brings up a little
frothy mucus with the congh, streaked
withblood. She was directed to be
bled again, to 14 oz.

80th. We found her much worse
to-day ; countenance livid ; pnlse ir-
regular ; the sensorium much affected;
her breathing is exceedingly labo-
rious ; the hands and feet cold. She

lingered on in this state of extreme
suffering until the following morning.
No examination of the body took
place.

The Accidents admitted this week
are-a simple fracture of the thigh,
just above the condyles ; a case of se-
vere lacerated wound of the scalp;
and some other unimportant cases.

TO CORRESPONDENTS,

R. E. L. is not in the secret re-

specting the cause of the late revo-

lutionary movements at St. Thomas’s
and Guy’s Hospitals; MISS WHITFIELD
had doubtless a considerable share in
obtaining for Mr. SOUTH his appoint-
ment to the Lecturer’s Chair.

According to the present aspect of
affairs at the above institutions, a su-
perficial observer would be somewhat
puzzled to say whether the Hospitals
were founded for the relief of diseased
paupers, or for the PROFESSIONAL ad-
vancement of a particular FAMILY of
Surgeons. Public offices of respon-

I sibility should be open to men of ta-
lent generally, and ought not to be
filled by the members of a particular
brotherhood. We shall keep a vigi-
lant eye on the proceedings at these
institutions, and shall faithfully report
what we observe, and we are much
mistaken if it do not form a rather
curious history of humbug, stuffling,
and intrigue.
W. Y. mnst write again ; he should

be mare particular as to his dates.

We advise A STUDENT OF THE

MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL to demand a
return of his entrance money ; he.

certainly could not have bargained
for the present regulations, which
must prevent him from deriving any
benefit whatever from the Hospital
practice.
The letter of A STUDENT is not

written with sufficient accuracy for
publication.
We thank AN OLD ARMY SURGEON

for his hint; we shall not be unmind-
ful of the Infamous Apothecaries’
Act, the alteration proposed by Mr.
BROUGHAM does not affect the prin-
ciple of the Bill, but merely relates to
a portion of the detail.

The circumstance mentioned by AN
APPRENTICE is too insignificant for
notice.

We are much obliged to MEDICUS:
the contract between Dr. HOOPER
and a certain personage is curious ;
we are in want of a few more facts.

The proposition of D. WB was given
in THE LANCET within a few weeks
from its commencement.

’ T. is neither a judge of LIZARS
’ Plates nor our impartiality, and
ive would advise him to learn to

write English before he again quotes
t HORACE.

If A. B. of Newcastle will write to
as again, and convince us that he is.
serious in his request, he shall be at-
tended to.

The CATHOLIC FRIEND is not at all

. in our way.
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We have received two -letters, ra-
ther angry or so, from Dr. BORTHWICK
of Edinburgh, complaining of our re.
view of two cases reported by him
in the EDINBURGH MEDICAL and SUR-
GICAL JouHNAL for January last; upon
reperusing the article in question, we

do 
not feel disposed to make any al.

teration in the expressions used, and
we here ask Dr. BORTHWICK if he

thought that the cases in question
were ; very simpler," and of " every
day occurrence;" for what purpose
did he publish them ?

ADVERTISEMENT.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE LANCET.

SIR, .

THE introduction of an Apparatus for
injecting Liquids into the Stomach may, in
justice, be ascribed to the celebrated BOER-
HAAVE, but, I believe, it will be found, that
the learned Professor made no use of it in
avitlzdrrr2Einba the contents of this organ. This
latter operation, as well as the invention of
instruments for effecting it, is also erro:

neously attributed to certain French prac.
titioners; but it has been incontestably
shown, that the experiments of DUPUYTREN
and RENAULT were made upon Dogs only,
and had no direct reference to the human
subject; even ORFILA, in his Treatise, does
no more than recommend a trial of the iiie-
thod " sttggested by BOERHAAVE," and

quotes M. RENAULT’S dissertation in the fol-
lowing words :-" When some trials upon
man have proved its efficacy, the use of it
will doubtless become very extensive." The
latter part of the sentence is truly prophe-
tic, but it remained for English Surgeons to
fulfil the prediction. The Apparatus first
used in this country for evacuating the

stomach was an elastic bottle, suggested by MR. SCOTT, which was subse-
quently superseded by the stop-cock instrument, called Jukes’ Syringe. The -
latter instrument was neither borrowed from BOERHAAVE nor the French
(for the profession in this country were, generally, unacquainted with all

past suggestions on this subject), but it was modelled, by the maker who
furnished it, from an Instrument previously invented by myself for Enema
Injection, the sale of which I had secured by a Patent. I may, therefore,
with justice, as sert, and I challenge contradiction, that my Syringe has the
priority of all others, and there is not one, out of the many new instruments
sprung up for evacuating the stomach, which is not a mere copy of mine
The Profession, and the Public, are evidently indebted to the pages of THE
LANCET for bringing this operation into general notice. The publication of
Mr. JuKEs’ exp eriments in the various periodical works of that time had
failed in making any perceptible impression on the Medical world ; the sub..:
ject had sunk, and would never, probably, have arisen, had not the report,
given in THE-LANCET, of the public experiment of Sir ASTLEY CoopBR with
MY instrument, been circulated so generally through the profession as to
force a conviction and acknowledgment of its merits.
A variety of Instruments are sold by surgical instrument makers, for eva-1

cuating the stom ach, all and every of which assume to be, 11 an improvement
on READ’S Patent Syringe." Among such, GILL’S, MAW’S, WEss’s, Dr.
Fox’s, and some others, are .the most prominent, but, Sir,I leave it to any
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man of the most common understanding in mechanics, whether it is not an
absolute absurdity, as well as falsehood, to speak of these instruments as
" improvements" upon mine? I ask every man of mechanical genius, and
particularly the surgeon (who ought to be a mechanic), whether the most
favourabte construction of an Hydraulic Instrument applicable to the pur-
poses of distending the intestines, and emptying the stomach, is not, from
settled principles, allowed to be derived from valves ? Again, I ask, is there
any valvular apparatus so simple, so permanent, and so entirely free from
derangement as the spherical or ballet valve ? Both these requisites are com-
bined in my syringe, and it is stark nonsense to talk of improvements of it,-
for the slightest alteration would rob it of its simplicity, and destroy its effi-

. cacy. The quick apprehension of Mr. ABERNETHY, when my syringe was
examined at the Royal College of Surgeons, immediately penetrated into the
principles and utility of the instrument. " You may send it to the end of the
world," he exclaimed, ‘ it will never require the maker." I will venture to
affirm, that had I not secured by a patent, the sole right of making the
spherical valve syringe, the public would never have heard of any other, as
every instrument-maker would then have been satisfied with making and
selling the original, without discovering improvements! /
’The annexed plate describes a section of the instrument, and I trust to

your liberality for its insertion, judging from the nature of your work that
the following motto, adopted by one of our political periodicals, applies
equally to the principles of THE LANCET&mdash;" Open to all parties-influenced
by none."

I remain, Sir, your humble obedient servant,
JOHN READ.

I should have remarked, that the valves cannot become choked by
portions of undigested food, as the space around them is made to correspond
(in fact to exceed) the internal diameter of the (Esophagus tube, so that every’
substance that enters the tube passes the valves with the utmost facility.
30, Bridge-house Place, Newington Causeway,}April 23. 1825. }

TO MEDICAL STUDENTS.

A FEW MEDICAL STUDENTS are received into the house of a Surgeon
Accoucheur, where they are particularly instructed in Midwifery, and pro-
vided with cases.

For Cards of Address, apply to Messrs. Callow and Wilson, Medical
Booksellers, 16, Princes-street, Soho.

Price Sixpence.
CUT UP OF THE REAL SIMON PURE, BY H. BROUGHAM, Esq.

IN A CAUSE
TYRRELL v. THE EDITOR OF THE LANCET.

A NEW EDITION, printed uniformly with THE LANCET, containing 48
Pages, and forming a Supplement to Number 10, of Vol. VI.

A VERBATIM REPORT of the above TRIAL, which took place in the
Court of Common Pleas, Guildhall, London, on Friday, February 25th, 1825.
The admirable Speech of Mr. Brougham contains a most able and accurate
Dissection of one of the " THKEE NINNYHAMMERS" of St. Thomas’s Hos
pital.
Published at THE LANCET Office, 210, Strand; and may be obtained of

every Bookseller in the Kingdom during the next six months.



160

Just published, by BALDWIN, CRADOCK, and Juv, 47, Paternoster-row,
price I0s. 6d., with Four Plates,

OBSERVATIONS on the DERANGED MANIFESTATIONS of THE
MIND, or INSANITY. By J. G. SPURZHEIM, M. D. Licentiate of the
College of Physicians, London ; Physician to the Austrian Embassy ; Author
of the Physiognom’cat System of Drs. Gall and Spurzheim," Ac.
" The causes of our ignorance in insanity are numerous. First, the ex-

amination of this subject is extremely difficult, and often considered as beyond
the medical profession. Instead of multiplying the observations, and making
use of every opportunity, medical people are, in a great measure, excluded
from this branch of practice; and in general they make the treatment of
insanity not a leading part of their protessional acquirements. Those who
have opportunity are often engaged in another line, and for want of time do
not pay the due attention to this object. Others fear any innovation, and,
from want of courage to exercise their own powers of reflection, follow the
.doctrines of their predecessors, or of titled contemporaries. It is, indeed,
to be lamented that, from public institutions and from private establishments,
where opportunity of inquiring into this disease occurs, no more medical
communications are made. I think with Pinel, that ’ he who cultivates me-
dicine ought to pursue a frank and open syslem of conduct, and not seek to
conceal the obstacles which he meets with in his course. He ought to feel
no reluctance to show what he discovers.’ The contrary, however, often
happens. Indeed I have met with several medical men who prevent others
from inspecting their establishments, and who, as Pinel says, under the
-veil of secrecy intend to give a sanction to pretensions to which they have no
just nor exclusive claims:

Moreover, nothing is done to teacii medical pupils that which is known.
The notion of insanity, which any one acquires, depends on his own appli-
cation. There are no lectures on this important branch of medical know-
ledge, while, at certain universities, medical students are obliged to attend
lectures on the diseases of animals and on the veterinary art. I however
think with Dr. Rush, that the knowledge -of the human mind is so important
even in the general practice of medicine, that it should be the Vade-Mecum
- of every physician. Finally, it was quite impossible to improve the doctrine -
of the deranged manifestations of the mind, because their healthy state was
not understood.
The history of insanity is necessarily connected with that of the human

mind. Hence the different opinions of it are always conformable to the pre-
vailing doctrines of philosophy. Those of the ancient philosophers, who
believed in the soul of the world, and considered the soul of man as an ema-
nation, the matter as inert, and every activity as the effect of some spirit;
- those who ascribed the efficient cause of all operations of man to the
mixture of the elements of his body ;-others who admitted two principles,
a good and an evil one ;-or who maintained the existence of spirits of dif-
ferent orders, and an intercourse between the spiritual and material worlds,
and who supposed invisible spirits to molest the human soul; -or who con-
sidered the soul as essentially pure, incorruptible, and the grossness of niat-
ter as the cause of the disturbances of the soul :-naturally, according to
their theoretical opinions, contended for different causes of the deranged
manifestations of the mind, and modified their curative plan accordingly."&mdash;
Introduction, pp. 4-6.
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